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We hope this pictorial guide will help familiarize those who visit Oahu's offshore islets 

with some of the common plants.  The line drawings are from:  Wagner, W.L., D.R. 

Herbst, and S.H. Sohmer.  1999.  Manual of the Flowering Plants of Hawaii, 2 vols.  

Bishop Museum Special Publication 83.  University of Hawaii Press and Bishop Museum 

Press, Honolulu, HI.  Additional photos can be viewed at:  

http://www.hear.org/starr/hiplants 

 
LIST OF SPECIES ILLUSTRATED 

Spiny achyranthes  Achyranthes aspera* 

Pua kala   Argemone glauca 

Chinese violet   Asystasia gangetica* 

Pickle weed   Batis maritima* 

Spanish needles   Bidens alba var. radiata* 

Alena     Boerhavia repens 

Maia pilo   Capparis sandwichiana 

Ironwood    Casuarina equisetifolia* 

Buffel grass   Cenchrus ciliaris* 

Sandbur    Cenchrus echinatus* 

Aweoweo   Chenopodium oahuense 

Swollen fingergrass  Chloris barbata* 

Ivy gourd   Coccinia grandis* 

Sea grape   Coccoloba uvifera* 

Beach wire grass  Dactyloctenium aegyptium* 

Emoloa, kawelu   Eragrostis variabilis 

Hinahina    Heliotropium anomalum subsp. argenteum 

Koali ai    Ipomoea cairica 

Koali awa    Ipomoea indica 

Pau o Hiiaka   Jacquemontia ovalifolia subsp. sandwicensis 

Lantana    Lantana camara* 

Haole koa   Leucaena leucocephala* 

Nehe    Lipochaeta [Melanthera] integrifolia 

Ohelo kai   Lycium sandwicense 

Tobacco   Nicotiana tabacum* 

Love-in-a-mist   Passiflora foetida* 

Huehue haole   Passiflora suberosa* 

Sourbush   Pluchea carolinensis* 

Indian fleabane   Passiflora indica* 

Ihi    Portulaca lutea 

Pigweed   Portulaca oleracea* 

Naupaka    Scaevola sericea 

Akulikuli   Sesuvium portulacastrum 

Ilima    Sida fallax 

Glossy nightshade  Solanum americanum 

New Zealand Spinach  Tetragonia tetragonioides* 

Tree heliotrope    Tournefortia argentea* 

Nohu     Tribulus cistoides 

Golden crown beard   Verbesina encelioides* 

 

(*) = Non-Native Species 
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Spiny achyranthes 

(Achyranthes aspera)*
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Pua kala 

(Argemone glauca)



5 

Chinese violet 

(Asystasia gangetica)* 
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Pickle weed 

(Batis maritima)*
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Spanish needles 

(Bidens alba var. radiata)*
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Alena 

(Boerhavia repens) 
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Maia pilo 

(Capparis sandwichiana)



10 

Ironwood 

(Casuarina equisetifolia)* 

 

 

 



11 

Buffel grass 

(Cenchrus ciliaris)* 
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Sand bur 

(Cenchrus echinatus)* 
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Aweoweo 

(Chenopodium oahuense)
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Swollen fingergrass 

(Chloris barbata)*
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Ivy gourd 

(Coccinia grandis)* 
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Sea grape 

(Coccoloba uvifera)* 
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Beach wire grass 

(Dactyloctenium aegyptium)*
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Emoloa, kawelu 

(Eragrostis variabilis) 
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Hinahina 

(Heliotropium anomalum var. argenteum) 
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Koali ai 

(Ipomoea cairica) 
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Koali awa 

(Ipomoea indica) 
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Pau o Hiiaka 
(Jacquemontia ovalifolia subsp. sandwicensis) 
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Lantana 

(Lantana camara)*
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Haole koa 

(Leucaena leucocephala)*
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Nehe 

(Lipochaeta  integrifolia) 
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Ohelo kai 

(Lycium sandwicense) 
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Tobacco 

(Nicotiana tabacum)*
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Love-in-a-mist 

(Passiflora foetida)*
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Huehue haole 

(Passiflora suberosa)*
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Sourbush 

(Pluchea carolinensis)*
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Indian fleabane 

(Pluchea indica)*
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Ihi 

(Portulaca lutea) 
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Pigweed 

(Portulaca oleracea)*
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Naupaka 

(Scaevola sericea) 
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Akulikuli 

(Sesuvium portulacastrum) 
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Ilima 

(Sida fallax)
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Glossy nightshade 

(Solanum americanum) 
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New Zealand spinach 

(Tetragonia tetragonioides)*
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Tree heliotrope 

(Tournefortia argentea)* 
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Nohu 

(Tribulus cistoides) 
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Golden crown-beard 

(Verbesina encelioides)* 

 

 


